CORTINA, ITALY SKI AREA

Ciao, 

 CORTINA, home of the 1956 winter olympics, is arguably the most beautiful/dynamic ski resort in Italy- if not Europe and the entire world--note I did not use the word cheap or organized. Located 1:45 hours north of Aviano via SS-51, it is a real town surrounded by the magnificent pink, yellow, purple Dolomiti mountains. The town has a 'walking' area and is always full of fur coats being promenaded through town by their wearers.  Do not miss the CO-OP store for shopping or the 5 Torri Resturant (by the post office) for pizza. Parking in town is expensive and spots difficult to find. 

 

There are 5 separate ski areas: Faloria-Castello; Mietres; Tofana-Ra Valles; Pecol-Socrepes; Falzarego-5 Torri. They have 51 lifts, and 140km of piste, of which 95 % has artificial snow capability. This also means that you must 'choose' an area, otherwise you must use the over subscribed free bus or drive your car from one area to the other. Some do connect if you are ‘good’ and know the way-but that is not the norm. The main ski areas outside of town all have large free parking lots. The huts on the separate area offer mouth-watering specialities (at a price) and wonderful vistas. Some worth trying are: Scoiattoli; Duca d' Aosta; Tondi di Faloria; Averau; Lagazuoi.  Additionally, for the off-piste expert there are the 'world class' couloirs: Bus Tofana, Cristallo.... 

 

It also has an extensive XC area north of town, the best is a 40K route to Dobbiacco on a old WWI rail bed (you can take the bus back to Cortina-extra cost) . This track takes you through tunnels, by a German cemetary, old army fortifications, along a lake and beautiful snow covered trees. The route is suitable for all except beginners as it is very flat. In the summer, this same track is used by bikers (pedal type) and walkers. There are several places along the route to stop and refresh yourself.

 

There is always something happening in the area. Sled dog race are held at Fianes (just north of town by the XC area) in December. There is a world class Bob Sled facility and track where competitions are held throughout the season. The Women's World Alpine GS & S Races are scheduled at the Tofana area, in January.  For the hard core there is a 42K XC race from Dobbiaco to Cortina, in February. And Carnivale will bring 'specials' to the entire area.

 

Cortina is part of the Super Dolomiti Ski Lift Pass System, but unless you are going to buy a multi-day pass with the intention of going to another area you should only get the local Cortina pass (E 32, adult,high season). It is possible to ski from Cortina to other Super Dolomiti Areas including 'joining up' to the Sella Ronda circuit, but it is somewhat of a logistical hassel, time consuming and you must return by a taxi/bus (extra cost).

Opening date is 30 Nov. 2002.

For more info: www.dolomitisuperski.com
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