PIANCAVALLO, ITALY SKI AREA

Howdy,

 

Piancavallo (a purpose-built resort) is the closest ski area to Aviano, and many of us who live south of the base can see if the lifts are running from our front porch-at least I can if I use my binoculars.  Alas, its strong point-closeness-is also its Achilles' heel. It is south facing for the most part, so it can suffer from  'freezing/thawing' cycles. Most of the piste are rather short with surprisingly steep parts. These runs are more attuned to intermediates than beginners. Having said that-- it is the place to learn, as it is so close (contact Outdoor Rec. for more information on classes-beginners to advanced). The two 'beginner' areas are somewhat separated from the other piste, so you can learn/practice without too many people whizzing by and around you.

 

A large number of the lifts have been replaced with new chairs in the last two years and this year a new snow-making system is being installed to cover all the runs. There is one place to get refreshments on the piste (Rif. Arneri at top of double chairs) and a couple of small huts at the base of the lifts.  If you get hungry, head for the 'Edelweiss' or 'Al Portico' for pizza and other food/nourishment.

 

Piancavallo hosts a number of Nordic and Alpine 'competitions' throughout the year, and in the past has hosted the World Cup for women.

 

It has extensive XC facilities and trails. As with the Alpine runs some of the XC is challenging. A number of the tracks 'loop' together allowing you to "personalize" your route. There is one lighted XC route-at least there was last year. You can rent your equipment there. Also there is a new XC warming hut and restaurant.

 

The resort has a myriad of different types of ski passes from Adult Season to Family packages, cost depending on size and age of the family. Some of the 'season' passes are also good at other smaller resorts in Italy and Austria. Outdoor Rec will have day tickets. It is NOT part of the Super Dolomiti Ski Pass System.

 

There is also a large indoor ice rink.

 

If you do not want to drive (normally chains not required) there are daily buses from Aviano Square to the resort.

Prices and an opening date have not been determined. 

More info at: www.piancavallo.com
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